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Video message ADG/CI 

11th International Conference on Scientific Digitalization  
of Cultural and Scientific Heritage, University Repositories  

and Distance Learning 

30 September - 2 October 2011, Belgrade, Serbia 

 

Honorable delegates, distinguished guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to congratulate Belgrade University for organizing the 11th International 

Conference on Scientific Digitalization of Cultural and Scientific Heritage, University 

Repositories and Distance Learning under auspices of UNESCO in partnership with 

numerous institutions. UNESCO considers this theme having worldwide importance and 

concern.  

As we know, an abundance of digital resources of information and creative expression are 

constantly being produced and distributed worldwide. The increasing availability of 

broadband internet access, mobile networks and a plethora of data capture and content 

creation devices have indeed offered new possibilities for creating digital information across 

nations and across disciplines, providing unprecedented opportunities for us to share and 

build together.   

 

In keeping with UNESCO’s constitutional mandate to “maintain, increase and diffuse 

knowledge”, and to protect and promote cultural heritage, digitization is supported to 

increase knowledge sharing but also to ensure that digital information is preserved so as 

to guarantee universal access to cultural heritage for as many people as possible, both today 

and tomorrow. Volumes of digital information of universal value are today exposed to 

technical obsolescence and other factors, and are at risk of being lost forever. UNESCO’s 

flagship activity in this area is the Memory of the World Programme, which was initiated 

almost twenty years ago with the aim of assisting countries in improving access to and 

preserving documentary heritage. The Memory of the World Register has a vast 

compendium of documents, manuscripts, oral traditions, audio-visual materials, library, and 

archival holdings of universal value- from the 11th-century Bayeux tapestry and the 

proceedings of the trial of Nelson Mandela, to Grimm’s fairy tales, and some 81,000 wooden 

blocks thought to be the world’s most complete collection of Buddhist texts.. 

 

Our experience has shown that support for digitization initiatives indeed requires 

multidisciplinary expertise and a global multi-stakeholder approach. The World Digital 
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Library, a collaborative project of UNESCO and the Library of Congress, is one such 

example, making significant materials from about 160 institutions in countries all over the 

world available free of charge, and in multilingual format.  

Digitization is indeed important for enhancing both interoperability and access to information 

and knowledge in the domains of culture, education and science, and UNESCO also places 

particular emphasis on the need to employ open standard formats when creating digitised 

resources to ensure that resources are reusable and can be created, modified and delivered 

by a variety of software applications. But many countries still face basic barriers in this 

crucial area for development. This includes the awareness of issues needed to maintain 

digital continuity, poor technical knowledge, the high cost of obtaining international 

standards, and the absence of reliable power supplies and basic computer equipment - and 

these are urgent issues that we need to address together.  

UNESCO will organize an international conference on Digital Heritage Preservation 

which will be held in Canada in September 2012 to highlight these issues, and I am certain 

that your discussion and exchange at this conference will provide solid input for this 

forthcoming event in the hope that we can amplify a broader strategy of raising awareness 

and building global partnerships in this area. It is clear that many agents, both within and 

outside government, have a role to play in fostering cooperation, raising awareness, building 

capacity, and in establishing standards and practices in this area, and your conference today 

provides an important opportunity for stimulating reflection on the technological, legal, 

cultural, economic, and political issues related to digitization needs today.   

 

I wish you fruitful deliberations and look forward to receiving the outcomes of the conference.   

 

Thank you.  

 

 


